Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl   notes

Characters

Anne Frank, 13

Margot Frank, 16

Otto and Mrs. Frank

Mr. And Mrs. Van Daan and

Peter Van Daan, 16

Conflicts

Internal

Anne and Margot

Anne and Mrs. Frank

Anne and Mr. Van Daan

Anne and Mrs. Van Daan

Mrs. Frank and Mrs. Van Daan

Otto married at 36; wife was 25. They emigrated to Holland in 1933. dad is managing director of Travis N.V.  firm in relation with Kolen & Co., same bldg

External: World War II/Holocaust

Themes: Isolation/Loneliness;  Fear;  Identity/Self-Reflection;  Love;  Justice/Conformity;  Politics, Sacrifice; Time; Relationships; Change; Obedience; Indifference; Embarrassment; Friendship 

Diary Entries

6/12/42

Anne’s birthday: IRONY: she can’t wait to get up at 6 a.m., waits till 6:45; when they go into hiding, she gets up by 7 a.m. and they crave sleep

Presents are her diary, roses, a plant, peonies

6/15/42

Anne’s books: Camera Obscura, party hames, brooch, puzzle, Daisy’s Mountain Holiday, Tales and Legends of the Netherlands by Joseph Cohen and can now buy Myths of Greece and Rome

Friends: Lies Goosens, Sanne Houtmann, Jopie de Waal at Jewish Secondary School

6/20

Anne wants to write to bring out what’s buried deep within her heart.

Diary Irony: “I have no such real friend.” Quotes saying, “paper is more patient than man.” 

And she has many friends and male suitors yet craves more closeness, that’s root of trouble

Anti-Jewish rules – p. 4

No going outside after 8 p.m.

No riding in vehicles, buses or driving. 

Segregated businesses

Shopping only between 3 and 5 p.m.

6/20/42 

Anne plays ping pong and eats Ice Cream, chased by boys

6/21/42

teacher’s meeting: Students worry about grades. Anne is labeled a Chatterbox

6/24/42

Jews don’t take tram

Harry Goldberg, 16, loves Anne

6/30/42

Harry’s parents are in Belgium

Anne’s uncles are in USA

7/3/42

Anne is with Harry after 8 p.m., stresses parents. 

7/5/42

Exams at school are in

Dad reveals he’s had belongings shipped out for over a year

“Make the most of your carefree young life while you can.”

7/8/42

SS message sent for Margot; family goes into hiding

7/9/42

Seven people in all in layers of clothing go hide and there’s a description of the Secret Annex

7/10/42

Anne and her dad prepare place by scrubbing floors and getting bedding ready

7/11/42

Anne compares annex to vacation boarding house. They “disappear”

8/14/42

Van Daans arrived in July and give story of decoy

8/21

Entrance to secret annex is sealed

9/2/42

Mrs. Van Daan and Mummy don’t get along; Books about girls, Anne’s upbringing

9/21/42

Mrs. Van Daan doesn’t wash pans if fragment left leaves pans go bad; she’s lazy

9/25/42

Anne and Peter

9/27/42

Mrs. Van Daan’s nature is moody, she hides her private belongings, tells Anne she talks too much and is spoiled. 

9/28/42

Anne surmises if she’s really ill-mannered, conceited, spoiled, headstrong  

9/29/42

Bathing issued discussed. Taking a bath is a luxury. She and dad share a “potty.” 

10/1/42 

Anne is irritated because Mrs. Van Daan flirts with Otto, her father, stroking his face, hair, hiking up her skirt, making witty remarks. Anne confronts her. Anne wants to learn shorthand, feels it’s extremely important to be able to write in a code.

10/3/42 

Anne favors her father over her mother. Otto says she’ll get over it. 

10/9/42

Jews are being taken away by the dozen. Gestapo is arresting Jews. Their deaths are deemed “Fatal accidents.” Hitler took away their nationalities, she says. Acknowledges that Jews and Germans are the greatest enemies in the world. 

10/16/42   

Anne reads “The Assault” and “La Belle Nivernais” and discusses math and Peter. 

10/20/42

Carpenter scared Anne. He came to fix fire extinguishers.

10/29/42

Otto has a fever, rash and can’t see a doctor. Mrs. Van Daan’s furniture, china was removed from her home. Anne is reading Eva’s Youth by Nico van Suchtelen. Talks about periods. 

She talks about reading a German prayer book.

11/7/42

Anne and Margot have a spat over a book Anne borrowed. Parents get involved. She feels they took Margot’s side. Expresses deep love for her father, talks about how he holds Margot in high regard. Says her mom has lack of sweetness, is sarcastic and untidy and believes Anne is always in the wrong. She feels she must become good through her own efforts, without examples and good advice. Anne is finding herself. 

11/9/42

Peter’s birthday, 16. Got Monopoly, razor and lighter. British have landed in Tunis, Algiers, Casablanca and Oran. Stalingrad has been defended for three months, still not in German hands. 270 pounds of dried peas/beans burst open, have to be brought up to attic. News just comes over radio: Algiers has fallen. Morocco, Casablanca and Oran have been in British hands for days.

11/10/42

They’re thinking about taking in an eighth person. Dentist Albert Dussel. 

11/12/42

Dussel is pleased. 

11/17/42 

Dussel arrives. Coffee and cognac await the newcomer. He receives secret annex rules: Open all year round, board and lodging is free. ; fat free diet, ; running water, ; storage; radio; rest hours 10 p.m. to 7:30a.m.; 10:15 on Saturdays.; Speak softly at all times; no German; Lessons in English, French, Math, History; alcohol only with doctor prescription. 

11/19/42

Dussel discusses Jew roundups from the outside; how some are left alone for the right price, etc. March of death, sick, babies, mothers, no one spared. She feels fortunated and wicked sleeping in a warm bed.

11/20/42

Anne feels deserted, surrounded by a void. Now she thinks about unhappy things or herself.

11/28/42

Electricity problems. Anne sees the world outside after dark. 

12/7/42

Chanuka and St. Nicholas day. They give presents/candles

12/10/42

Mr. Van Daan used to be in the meat, sausage and spice business. HE makes Gelderland sausages. Dussel has eye inflammation. He works on Mrs. Van Daan’s teeth;

12/13/42

Anne remarks about how dirty and unattractive children look in the streets. She writes about the outside passerbys.

12/22/42

More butter for the hiders. Dussel makes Anne furious, as they share a room. 

1/13/43

Anne discusses how families are being torn apart, dragged off, hundreds of planes fly over Holland and go to German towns. Every hours, hundreds and thousands are killed in Russia and Africa. The end is not in sight. She feels luckier than millions of people. Kids are starving, chewing on carrots to cure hunger pangs. In Holland, they stop and beg for food. Jews and Crhistians wait, the whole earth waits and there are many who wait for death. 

1/30/43

Anne feels conflict toward other roomies. She’s ultrasensitive because they think she’s lazy if she’s tired, selfish if she eats more than a mouthful, stupid, cowardly, crafty, rude if she answers. Insufferable baby. She does her best to please everyone. 

2/5/43

She wants to be a stronger character than Margot. She is much to soft and passive. I want to build strong character. 

2/27/43

Otto is expecting the invasion any day. Churchill has pneumonia. Handi of India is holding fast. Mrs. Van Daan claims to be fatalistic. Owenr of premises sold house without informing Kraler and Koophuis. She doesn’t get along with mom still but things are a bit better. 

3/10/43

Mrs. Van Daan is afraid from all the shooting they hear. Anne sleeps in dad’s bed. Enormous rats in the attic scare everyone. Peter gets bitten by one. 

3/12/43

attic versus warehouse cat: Symbolic? Warehouse cat always wins. Anne is reading “The Knock at the Door by Ina Boudier-Bakker. Anne is growing out of her clothing, shoes. She cuts dad’s hair. 

3/18/43

Turkey is in the war. 

3/19/43

False alarm on Turkey? Radio show listening

3/25/43

A barrel falls over in warehouse? Close call with being discovered. The Westertoren clock does not strike. No one can sleep from worry

3/27/43

Finished shorthand course. Now practice speed. She’s into Mythology. Rauter makes a speech that all Jews must be out of German occupied countries before July 1. Between April 1 and May 1 the provinces of north and south Holland.  German Dept of Labor is set on fire.

4/1/43

Mr. Koophuis has stomach hemorrhage. Elli has flu. MR. Vossen is going to hospital with ulcer. The group is paralyzed from sitting still so long. 

4/2/43

Anne refuses to say prayers with her mom, as dad is not home. Anne thinks she has adopted her mom’s attitude. She remains silent and aloof.

4/27/43

Everyone is angry with one another in the annex.. Mr. Vossen is in hospital. . Anne has dark rings under eyes from lack of sleep. Food is miserable. Dry bread and coffee sub for breakfast. Dinner is spinach or lettuce for a fortnight on end. Potatoes . 

5/1/43

She feels everyone’s manners have declined. Van Daans sleep on same flannelette sheet for the whole winter. Everyone’s clothes are too small. Anne packs a bag for possible escape, but mom tells her its useless. Where will she go?

5/18/43

Air battle between German and British planes. All students who wish either to get degrees or continue studies are compelled to sign that they are in sympathy with Germans and approve the New Order. 80 percent refuse. Anne wonders what will happen to the youth of the country if all they could do is hard labor. 

6/13/43

Anne’s birthday poem to Otto Frank. 

6/15/43

Mr. Vossen has cancer. Radios must be handed in.

7/11/43

She doesn’t just say what she thinks. Learns to curb some talk .

British landed in Sicily and Otto hopes for a quick end to war. Reading, learning and radio are amusements.

7/13/43

Dussel seems selfish with his quarters. He fights with Anne over space. Otto defends Anne’s work and selfishness. 

7/16/43

Burglars pried open the doors of the warehouse.; stole two cashboxes, postal orders, checkbooks, coupons. Typewriters are safe, though.

7/19/43

North Amsterdam is heavily bombed. Streets in ruins.

7/23/43

Each person has a wish; Margot and Mr. Van Dan for a hot bath; Mrs. Van Daan, ice cream and cake; Dussel for seeing Lotje, wife; Mummy, coffee. Anne wants a home, to be able to move freely

7/26/43 

Sirens sound and Anne clutches her escape bag. 

7/29/43

Anne’s book “Henry from the Other Side.” Book becomes a sore topic. They fight about “grown up” subjects she should not be reading, they believe. 

8/3/43

In Italy, Fascist party is banned. A third air raid is heard. MRs. Van Daan who has always aid, a terrible end is better than no end at all is the greatest coward of us all now. Cat brings in fleas.

8/4/43

Writing methods: Description of an ordinary day: Anne sleeps on a divan; chairs used to lengthen it. Quilt, sheets, pillows, blankets are fetched. A roundup of what their evening is like is described. 

8/543

More household routines described: 

End of page 99

8/9/43

Writing methods: Anne characterizes each person

Dad: thinks of others before himself; Mom talkative, does dishes; Mrs. Van Daan wants the best of everything, doles out advice; Margot, spoiled Dussel is bundle of nerves hogs the bathroom and is a sloppy dresser. Mr. Van Daan, only his opinion matters, talks with his mouth full, etc…

8/10/43

Anne talks to herself more at dinner table than others because she’s perceived as less chatty; she envisions other meals as she eats the same dinners and it goes down easier. Jumps out of bed, sniffs fresh air from the blackout down at the window, (appreciates little things like fresh air) her 

Mom calls it “The Art of Living.” 

The Westertoren clock bell has been taken away for war purposes so they don’t know exact time.  

Miep brings in forbidden book on abuses of Hitler and Mussolini. 

8/18/43

Writing process/methods: Communal task of the Day

Potato peeling and conversation

Each person’s task is described 

8/20/43

more time periods; writing process methods

8/23/43

Continuation of Secret Annex daily timetable: 

Getting out of bed quietly, putting bed pans away, waiting for knocks at the door to fetch “puppy dog” plate; Dad sits reading Dickens and all wait for 9 a.m. breakfast. 

9/10/43

Mr. Koophius has to go into hospital for a few weeks for abdominal surgery.;  Radio news from 9/8; Italy’s unconditional surrender; 

9/16/43

Relations are worse with all occupants ; no one talks during dinner; Anne takes Valerian for depression; everyone is fearing winter; warehouseman V.M. is suspicious; Kraler the manager almost did them in accidentally

9/29/43

Mrs. Van Daan’s birthday; she gets a pot of jam, coupons for meat, cheese, bread; flowers; food. 

Elli is a bundle of nerves about going out shopping 

10/17/43

Mr./Mrs. Van Daan (Kerli and Putti) are out of money, selling clothes. Mrs. Van Daan doesn’t want to part with fur; Margot has headaches; Dussel can’t sleep, etc.. Anne’s outlet is studying

10/29/43

atmosphere is oppressive, sleepy and heavy as lead. Anne has no appetite, takes grape sugar, cod liver oil, yeast tablets, calcium; compares herself to a caged bird

11/3/43

Otto applies for prospectus from a teaching institute;  lesson in Elementary Latin; 

Anne wants the New Testament ; on St. Nicholas Day

11/8/43

Anne probes her fears. Miep says they have tranquility there but Anne talks about getting heart palpitations, stomach aches when the door knocks, thinks she’s a coward; 

Uses metaphor; The annex group is a little piece of blue heaven surrounded by black clouds gathering in closer   

11/11/43

Writing methods: Ode to My Fountain Pen (object)

IRONY: fountain pen is “cremated” after it has been with her for five years

After “bean rubbing” (making moldy beans new again) 

11/17/43

Diptheria reigns in Elli’s home so she can’t visit; Koophus is sick in bed; Margot is taking Latin (using Elli’s name); It’s exactly one year in the Secret Annex; Dussel is unappreciative; (“the spirit of man is great, how puny are his deeds”)

11/27/43

Anne dreams of Lies and is tormented by her friend’s fate, feels unworthy to have a hiding spot

12/6/43

A poem for each person in their shoe, with address of each shoe owner in it; IRONY: Holocaust remnants 

12/22/43

Anne has had the flu. Dussel checks her heart, his greasy hair on her naked chest (Yuck);  War is at a standstill; morale is rotten; everyone’s getting along but food sits heavy on everyone’s stomach. 

12/24/43

Anne on how much they are all affected by Atmosphere

Quotes Goethe “On top of the world, or in the depths of despair.” 
wants a mother who understands her; wants to be a mother someday

12/25/43

Discusses Otto “Pim” 12

12/27/43

Christmas cake “Peace 1944” ; holiday passes by quickly 

1/2/44

Anne looks back at her diary entries and wonders how she felt “hate” toward her mother at some points; sees how subjectively she sometimes thinks when she’s in her moods

Diary is part memoir, part “past and done with”; she and mom don’t understand each other; 

Hard words better on paper than for mom to carry in her heart; the two learn how not to let things bother each other; a matter of unpleasantness and misery rebounding is over; Anne feels she pitied herself and Mom’s nerves were on edge. Now Anne keeps her mouth shut if annoyed and mom is not so on edge; She doesn’t feel dependent, like a child toward her mother

1/5/44

Confessions for Anne:

Mom; sees her girls more as friends than daughters; relates a trip to dentist and Margot/mom being closer

Talks about having her third period now at 15; and exploring her body, thinking about the female body in general through friendships. 

1/6/44

Love theme: Talks about attraction to Peter, doing crossword puzzles with him; Dreams of Peter, Grandma, Lies

1/7/44

Anne talks about past boyfriends; Petel is the one she longs for, loves

 1/12/44

Talks about relationship with Mom and Margot, how they’re more like friends how Anne is self-pitying, needs conversation about her day, etc… now Anne has Peter

1/15/44

Anne feels they have to make the best of their stay there, wants to grow into a real young woman. 

1/22/44

Wonders why people try to hide their true feelings, cannot confide in each other; She sees good AND bad in the annex group, even Mrs. Van Daan. You can talk to her, she gives in easy. 

1/24/44

Margot, Peter and Anne turn conversation to sex after wondering sex of the cat, Boche; 

1/27/44

Anne is interested in genealogical tables of royal families; film stars

1/28/44

Conversations are never fresh or new amongst annex group; all know the point of every joke from the start, etc..

Anne talks of the “Free Netherlands” organization which forges identity cards, helps people living underground find hiding places

2/3/44

The group thinks of scenarios; What would they do in case of flood? Or Germans evacuate Amsterdam?  Anne trusts to luck and hopes all will end well. She doesn’t care whether she lives or dies; the world will still turn. 

2/12/44

Anne is longing for something… spring is outside and in her body and soul and she cannot break free

2/13/44

Anne craves solitude but tries to resist Peter’s stares

2/14/44

Anne feels a fellowship with Peter, as he confesses his inhibitions and she feels like he’s as close as one of her girlfriends

2/16/44

Margot’s birthday; Peter and Anne get closer, have longer, deeper conversations. Peter airs info about his fears, inferiority complex

2/18/44

Anne has Peter to look forward to every day although she says she’s not in love

2/19/44

Teenage puppy love: Anne is crying over not seeing Peter, longs for him.

2/23/44

Anne feels that nature heals all sorrows, appreciates silence with Peter as he chops wood outside, skies are blue and sunny

2/27/44

Anne thinks of Peter constantly

2/28/44

It’s becoming like a bad dream…Peter Wessel and Peter Van Daan

3/1/44

The annex was burglarized with possible skeleton key

3/2/44

Anne tells Peter that her dad, Otto likes him; Peter is happy

3/3/44

Anne and Peter question whether they love one another, toy with the idea, exchange understanding glances.

3/4/44

Anne, Peter and Otto sit around read and talk, and Mrs. Van Daan wonders if Anne could be trusted upstairs with Peter

3/6/44

She wants to drive away Peter’s “loneliness” and her own;  thinks he clings to his solitude, needs love like her

3/7/44

Anne evolves; she compares herself now to before they went into hiding; She doesn’t want followers, but friends, admirers who fall not for a flattering smile but for what one does and for one’s character. Her carefree school days are gone 

Trusts no one but herself now, not even Otto

Thinks courage and faith, enjoying nature and recapturing happiness in sunshine and beauty in world and thank God as opposed to thinking others are more miserable (like her mother thinks) is solution to problems

 3/12/44

Anne wants to untangle her thoughts, find inner peace 

3/14/44

People who obtain their food coupons are caught and annex group is forced to eat porridge and diseased potatoes; Views of adults on the war are outlined

3/15/44

Henk discloses tales of visiting a doctor in the outside world

3/16/44

Weather is superb. Anne goes to the attic. War rages within Anne; she doesn’t want to reveal her inner feelings; Anne wishes she could write her thoughts to Peter 

3/17/44

Margot and Anne feel distanced from parents, give less kisses and don’t like nicknames

At 14, Anne feels more like a person than a child. 

3/19/44

Anne and Peter have talk about quarrels, relationships, how they’ve all changed, all the talk is by darkness of an open window in the attic where Peter stays

3/20/44

Anne thinks Margot had a crush on Peter but does not show it. Margot and her exchange letters. Margot feels she needs someone with superior intelligence over her own. 

3/22/44

Another letter exchange: 

Anne tells Margot she is welcome in the attic for conversations with her and Peter. Margot tells Anne she and Peter are like brother/sister and to enjoy their companionship. Anne likes that he sees her as not the superficial Anne but one person who has her own difficulties with parents and 

3/27/44 

Anne talks politics, a subject she loathes.

Radio brings real news; people outside bring slanted news; Air Raid Announcements are on the radio; pessimists, realists, optimists, idealists listen to Churchill’s speech and all clamor over it; 

3/28/44

Anne doesn’t think mom understands her and Peter, is jealous. Margot is invited upstairs but feels like a third wheel; Otto is indifferent; Anne feels Peter and Petel are one in the same; She wishes he would be her superior, admires his braveness, awkwardness, etc…

3/29/44

News on radio about diaries to be published about the war

350 British planes dropped half a million kilos of bombs on Ijmuiden. Anne describes ghetto scenes; children loitering, stealing food; leaving your home for five minutes yields burglary;, etc. 

3/31/44

Russians are close to Odessa; Hungary is occupied by Germans and there’s a million Jews there.

Chatter with Anne and Peter has calmed a bit. She talked to him about periods and he ; thinks women are tough. Anne hopes God won’t leave her ALONE. 

4/1/44

Anne feels she’s running after Peter, longs to kiss him

4/3/44

Anne discusses food in the annex; food cycles: endive with everything, ; tomatoes, cucumbers, salsify, kohlrabi, sauerkraut, kidney beans, pea soup, potatoes ; beans with everything, even bread; 

4/4/44

Anne cries in the night over war, Peter;  She wants to be a journalist. 

She wants something more besides a husband and children; she shakes off sorrows, courage is reborn when she writes

Thinks her desire to write will yield success

4/6/44

Anne details her hobbies: she hates geometry and algebra; hobbies are history, art, genaeology, writing, film stars, family photos;

4/11/44

Anne and Peter enjoy a Mozart concerto on the radio, play Monopoly, get yelled at for using Dussel’s pillow as a cushion to sit on

Downstairs, burglars are breaking in and the men in the annex yell “police” to scare them off

Group is quiet as footsteps heard downstairs again, they fear the Gestapo. 

Anne feels like being Jewish and suffering will make their religion stronger 

 Anne wants to work in the world, be different than her mother

4/14/44

Anne’s work, hope, love and courage keep her head above the clouds. No one in annex sets a good example, she feels

4/15/44

Peter forgot to unbolt the front door; Kraler could not get in with supplies

4/16/44 

Peter kissed Anne half on her cheek

4/17/44

She’s 14; he’s 17, she wonders if adults approve; Why should they wait until a certain age, marriage, ? she wonders

4/18/44

Anne enjoys spring, talks to Peter about female things

4/19/44

Anne enjoys simple pleasures of nature and Peter by her side

4/21/44

Princess Elizabeth of York is 18; has sister, princess Margaret Rose; (compare sisters, royalty)

Anne wants to send out her short stories under a pseudonym. 

4/25/44

Dussel and Mr. Van Daan have disagreement over security.

Anne writes “Blurr the Explorer.” Others enjoy it.

4/27/44

Mrs. Van Daan is in a bad mood, has a cold. Anne goes over the endless books she is reading, translations she’s doing, histories of worlds, religions, races

4/28/44

Anne has found consolation in a lip kiss with Peter. “Peter has taken possession of me and turned me inside out.” She wonders where this will lead her, if it’s right. 

Admits its difficult battling heart and reason, but does she know for certain about timing? She wonders

5/2/44

Otto thinks Peter can be easily influenced, good or bad, is not a strong character. Otto cautions Anne not to take things too seriously with Peter, as they are all too close physically already. The men must make the moves he says and Anne must not encourage Peter. Anne tells Peter she trusts him, sees good qualities in him.

5/3/44

Boche the cat has disappeared, annex group eats only rotten boiled lettuce, and spinach.

Anne wonders why millions are spent on war and not for artists, medical services, the poor

Why are people starving and there are food surpluses around the world?

It’s not just a capitalist society, but the individual person Anne feels is capable of murder, rage 

Anne feels she’s developing inwardly and liberation is near

5/5/44

Otto doesn’t want Anne “necking” with Peter. Margot gives her advice: 

Anne tells her “I’m independent in mind/body. I don’t need a mother any more and all this conflict has made me strong.”

5/6/44

Price of tea is unbelievable; burglaries, theft, murder go on daily; black market flourishes; 

5/7/44

Otto feels Anne is unjust to her parents. Anne forgives herself, feels ashamed that dad had to tell her she still has a lot to learn.

She will take her daddy as an example and will improve but only with Peter by her side.

5/8/44

Background on the Franks coming from rich families, having great parties, engagements, etc; 

Margot wants to be a midwife in Palestine; Anne wants to study art 

5/9/44

Anne writes Ellen the Fairy for her dad’s birthday. Mrs. B wants to eat her lunch in the office, to the dismay of the annex group

5/10/44

Mouschi the cat is in the attic, it’s raining. Queen makes a speech about taking a holiday and being back soon for speedy liberation, heroism and heavy burdens. 

5/11/44

Anne is busy with reading “Palestine at the Crossroads,” “Galileo, Galilei,” mythology, biography of Emperor Charles V; bible;  ponders writing her own “Het Achterhuis”

5/13/44

Otto’s birthday was on 5/12; he got three eggs, a bottle of beer, yogurt; green tie; pastries; 

5/16/44

Anne talks about conversation between Van Daans: over the war

5/19/44

Anne closes the lock to her inner self a bit, leaving Peter wanting more. 

5/20/44

It’s “racial outrage” when vase of carnations spills onto all Anne’s homework paperwork and she hangs all her work next to oddball pairings like Charls V, William of Ornage and Marie Antoinette. 

5/22/44

Anne thinks the countries like England adopted an “ostrich” policy, are all talk and no action on ending the war, they all slept when it started. “No country is going to sacrifice its men for nothing and certainly not in the interests of another.” 

Anne loves Holland but feels the sting of anti-Semitism from the Dutch

Christians blame Jews for giving secrets to Germans, betraying their helpers, and because through Jews, a great many Christians have suffered terrible fates. 

5/25/44

The group’s vegetable man is picked up for having two Jews in his house

Solution: no breakfast, porridge and bread for lunch and fried potatoes for dinner

5/26/44

Anne feels miserable: the invasion delay, bad food, disappointment in Peter, atmosphere, Elli’s engagement: 

On one hand the group laughs and sees humor in situation and on other hand they have fear, suspense and despair. 

Miep and Kraler make sacrifices helping the group from the outside

Anne: “We still love life, haven’t forgotten the voice of nature, we still hope.”

She hopes for the end to come, so at least they shall all know what happens

5/31/44

It’s unbearably hot, butter is melting, milk’s going bad

6/5/44

Fifth army has taken Rome; Vegetables and potatoes are few; Dussels and Franks quarrel over something trivial;  Heavy bombardments against French coast continue

6/6/44

General Eisenhower about English troops: D-Day has begun; 11,000 planes are ready; English and American troops are already in fierce fighting; hope and courage is revived in the annex

6/9/44

Allies have taken Bayeux, a small village on French coast. Anne reads about Liszt, Franz in Hungarian Rhapsody, ; sees he’s a man who loved art, women, cared not about money, loved religious liberty and world freedom

6/13/44

Anne’s birthday gifts; Sprenger’s History of Art, pot of jam, two yogurts; sweet peas from Dussel, underwear, a handkerchief, a double bracelet from Margot; book on botany from mom and dad; book Maria Theresa and three slices of cream cheese from Kraler; Peonies from Peter; spiced gingerbread cake; 

Anne hasn’t had a period in two months: IRONY-she’s becoming a woman and falling for Peter

6/14/44 

Anne’s head is haunted by accusations and thoughts. She questions her own identity. She feels Mrs. Van Daan is unintelligent; stupid; she thinks Anne’s desires are too short because her own are shorter; she thinks Anne’s dresses are too short because hers are even shorter; Anne is forward because she is even more so.

Anne feels she criticizes and scolds herself. “No one understands me.” She feels she hasn’t found anyone yet to figure her out. (Know thyself)

Peter is a friend, not a lover and a lot about him disappoints her. His dislike of religion, talk of food and other things. He’s peace-loving is tolerant, gives in to everything. He’s closed up and keeps his inner self to himself. They talk of past, future, present but are missing something

6/15/44

Mother Nature makes Anne feel humble and courageous. Nature must be felt unadulterated so through the blinds, it no longer works for Anne

6/16/44

Mrs. Van Daan is jealous that Peter is spending too much time with Anne, Mr. Van Daan is smoking all the money away, Dussel doesn’t enter into her flirtations; 

She is desperate, talks of suicide, a bullet in the head, hanging, prison. She cries, pities herself, laughs, starts a fresh quarrel again. Anne feels that no one takes her seriously, she grumbles about everything and hasn’t any character.

All private telephones have been cut off

Golden Rule: laugh about everything and don’t bother yourself about the others

6/23/44

Potato rations; English begin attack on Cherbourg, all expect to be free by Oct. 10. Russians are taking part in the campaign with the Allies.

6/27/44

Moods change as Cherbourg, Vitebsk and Sloben fell; Lots of prisoners and booty. 

English have Cotentin Peninsular.; Finland turned down a peace offer.

6/30/44

bad weather; Anne is reading Ideal Husband with aid of a dictionary; War going wonderfully. Bobroisk, Mogilef, and Orsa have fallen. Superoptimists are triumphing. Elli changed her hairstyle. Miep has week off.

7/6/44

Anne wonders whether it’s good to simply follow her own conscience and not be influenced by anyone ; she wonders why one would not try to improve upon, change weaknesses: “Because it’s so much easier. People are tempted by slackness and money, she thinks.

Anne wants Peter to want to improve, all must work and do good, not be lazy and gamble, for happiness. All may have a goal of happiness but different ways of getting there. Peter hasn’t a fixed goal and feels he’s too stupid to achieve anything, she thinks.

“A quiet conscience makes one strong,” Anne thinks. If only people would look at the good in and bad at the end of every day. Improve upon things. 

7/8/44

Mr. B, a chief rep of the business has brought them all strawberries, and they make it into jams, eat. Postman rings. 

Group gets 19 pounds of peas, begins skinning pods

7/15/44

book being read: “What do you think of the modern young girl?” 

“Self consciousness” haunts Anne. She watches herself like an outsider, is no longer subjective, but now objective, sees her faults, strengths

She feels her father can’t talk with her like a “friend.” Saw her as Anne the silly schoolgirl, not Anne with all her traits

“I can’t confide in anyone unless they tell me a lot about themselves.” 

She conquered Peter, tried to make him a better person

“For in its innermost depths, youth is lonelier than old age.” Saying is quoted

She can’t build hope based on confusion, misery, death, sees world gradually turning into a wilderness. Perhaps the time will come when she carries out her ideals, she thinks to herself.

7/21/44

A German general makes an attempt on Hitler’s life

Anne doesn’t want to be too hopeful. They don’t call her a “bundle of contradictions” for nothing

8/1/44

Contradiction from without/within’

The deeper and lighter side of Anne; the deeper can’t take not being taken seriously; the lighter can

She ponders what she could be…if there weren’t any other people in the world, but the flip side is the people help highlight the two sides of her personality. 

